


On World AIDS Day, more than 30 years after the first 

cases of this tragic illness were reported, we join the 

global community once more in standing with the millions 

of people who live with HIV/AIDS worldwide. We also 

recommit to preventing the spread of this disease, fight-

ing the stigma associated with infection, and ending this 

pandemic once and for all. 

In 2010, my Administration released the National HIV/

AIDS Strategy, our Nation's first comprehensive plan to 

fight the domestic epidemic. The Strategy aims to reduce 

new infections, increase access to care, reduce health 

disparities, and achieve a more coordinated national re-

sponse to HIV/AIDS here in the United States. To meet 

these goals, we are advancing HIV/AIDS education; con-

necting stakeholders throughout the public, private, and 

non-profit sectors; and investing in promising research 

that can improve clinical outcomes and reduce the risk of 

transmission. Moving forward, we must continue to focus 

on populations with the highest HIV disparities -- includ-

ing gay men, and African American and Latino communi-

ties -- and scale up effective, evidence-based interven-

tions to prevent and treat HIV. We are also implementing 

the Affordable Care Act, which has expanded access to 

HIV testing and will ensure that all Americans, including 

those living with HIV/AIDS, have access to health insur-

ance beginning in 2014. 

These actions are bringing us closer to an AIDS-free gen-

eration at home and abroad -- a goal that, while ambi-

tious, is within sight. Through the President's Emergency 

Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), we are on track to meet 

the HIV prevention and treatment targets I set last year. 

We are working with partners at home and abroad to 

reduce new infections in adults, help people with HIV/

AIDS live longer, prevent mother-to-child transmission, 

and support the global effort to eliminate new infections 

in children by 2015. And thanks to bipartisan action to lift 

the entry ban on persons living with HIV, we were proud 

to welcome leaders from around the world to the 19th 

International AIDS Conference in Washington, D.C. 

Creating an AIDS-free generation is a shared responsibil-

ity. It requires commitment from partner countries, cou-

pled with support from donors, civil society, people living 

with HIV, faith-based organizations, the private sector, 

foundations, and multilateral institutions. We stand at a 

tipping point in the fight against HIV/AIDS, and working 

together, we can realize our historic opportunity to bring 

that fight to an end. 

Today, we reflect on the strides we have taken toward 

overcoming HIV/AIDS, honor those who have made our 

progress possible, and keep in our thoughts all those who 

have known the devastating consequences of this illness. 

The road toward an AIDS-free generation is long -- but as 

we mark this important observance, let us also remember 

that if we move forward every day with the same passion, 

persistence, and drive that has brought us this far, we 

can reach our goal. We can beat this disease. On World 

AIDS Day, in memory of those no longer with us and in 

solidarity with all who carry on the fight, let us pledge to 

make that vision a reality. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the 

United States of America, by virtue of the authority 

vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the 

United States do hereby proclaim December 1, 2012, as 

World AIDS Day. I urge the Governors of the States and 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, officials of the other 

territories subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, 

and the American people to join me in appropriate activi-

ties to remember those who have lost their lives to AIDS 

and to provide support and comfort to those living with 

this disease. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

twenty-ninth day of November, in the year of our Lord 

two thousand twelve, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the two hundred and thirty-

seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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The United States is proud to be supporting India 

as they take a leadership role in their fight 

against HIV/AIDS  

 

Progress achieved in India through direct PEP-

FAR support during fiscal year (FY) 2011:1 

 

 2,400 individuals receiving antiretroviral 

treatment  

 

 85,700 HIV-positive individuals who received 

care and support (including TB/HIV)  

 

 22,300 orphans and vulnerable children 

(OVCs) receiving support  

 

 175,900 individuals receiving counseling and 

testing  

 

 71,800 pregnant women with known HIV 

status received PMTCT services  

 

 300 HIV-positive pregnant women received 

antiretroviral prophylaxis for PMTCT  

 

 66 estimated infant HIV infections averted  

 

Through PEPFAR, India received $166 million to 

support comprehensive HIV/AIDS prevention, 

treatment and care programs from FY 2009 to 

FY 2011. 

___________________________________ 
 

 

1 PEPFAR defines direct support as data that 

captures the number of individuals receiving pre-

vention, care, and treatment services through 

service delivery sites or providers directly sup-

ported by U.S. Government (USG) interventions 

or activities at the point of service delivery. An 

intervention or activity is considered to be direct 

support if it can be associated with counts of 

uniquely identified individuals receiving preven-

tion, care, or treatment services at a unique pro-

gram or service delivery point benefiting from the 

intervention or activity. 

Partnership to Fight HIV/AIDS in India 
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For access call The American Library at 26724231  

mail: libref@state.gov 

 

 

An online database that offers a multimedia guide to HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention. In-

cludes information on HIV testing and dealing with the realities of living with HIV and AIDS.  

http://elibraryusa.state.gov/index.html


White House: Office of National AIDS Policy  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/onap 

 

AIDS.gov 

http://www.aids.gov/ 

 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention 

http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/default.htm 

 

Facing AIDS Site  

http://facing.aids.gov/ 

 

The Global Fund 

http://www.theglobalfund.org/EN/ 

 

UNAIDS - the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS 

http://www.unaids.org/en/ 

 

USAID India 

http://www1.usaid.gov/in/our_work/health/hiv_infectious_diseases.html 

 

World Health Organization – HIV/AIDS 

http://www.who.int/hiv/en/ 

 

World AIDS Campaign 

http://www.worldaidscampaign.org/ 

 

Working Toward an AIDS-Free Generation - United Nations General Assembly Highlights 

http://www.pepfar.gov/ 

September 24-28 at the United Nations General Assembly in New York, world leaders came together to move the 

world's health and development agenda forward. 

The XIX International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2012) July 22-27, 2012                   
http://www.aids2012.org/ 

The XIX biennial International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2012)  took place in Washington, DC from July 22 to 27, 

2012.  It is the premier gathering for those working in the field of HIV, as well as policymakers, people living with 

HIV, and others committed to ending the epidemic.  AIDS 2012 convened more than 20,000 delegates from nearly 

every country, including more than 2,000 journalists.  

 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton at the 2012 International AIDS Conference 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/07/201207239473.html#axzz21RgtMRbA 

Transcript 

 

PEPFAR Launches Labs For Life with Partners 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2012/07/195531.htm 

 

Report: 

 
UNAIDS World AIDS Day Report 2012: Results. Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS. November 

20, 2012.   

http://www.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/contentassets/documents/epidemiology/2012/gr2012/

JC2434_WorldAIDSday_results_en.pdf   

 

 
Note: Links to web sites in this listing are for the convenience of the user and should not be construed as an endorse-

ment of the views contained therein. URLs tend to change and these URLs are current as of November 2012. 
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